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SAL VALLONE—Purveyor of
Fishing Tackle at Bob
Sands—will be Our Guest
Speaker on Sept. 24

Interested in the latest tackle 
innovations and techniques?
Unique gear to enhance your fish-
ing results from rods to reels pre-
sented in one exciting seminar!  

You owe it to yourself to be there. 

Call in your dinner reservations
now call: 818 808-4909 or email:
larrcdinnersrsvp@yahoo.com.

THE FUTURE
OF RECRE-
ATIONAL
FISHING!:

The inabili-
ty of the long-
range fleet to
fish Guadalupe

Island this summer affected anyone
on a five-day or longer trip.  With
offshore fishing spotty at best, the
inability of the fleet captains’ to
fish this proven producer left many
passengers frustrated and wonder-
ing if it is worth it to do the same
next year.  While Mexico is planning
to issue permits allowing our boats
to fish the island, the process is
complicated at best and borderline
dysfunctional.  OK maybe not bor-
derline.  There is talk of making all
the islands of the Baja Pacific coast
aquatic biospheres. Imagine the
Coronados, San Martin, Geronimo,
Benitos, Cedros and Natividad all
undergoing the permit process we
are presently experiencing with
Guadalupe.  To make things worse,
as with Guadalupe, there is the pos-
sibility that all fishing is prohibited
until the permits are issued.  If the
current process is an indicator of

by John Ballotti

the future, it will be a quagmire of
epic proportions.  Needless to say, the
prospect of fishing the islands by per-
mit or a complete closure of island
fishing not only has an impact on
recreational fishermen, but also the
long-range fleet which derives  its’
livelihood from their ability to attract
clients to these fish producing areas.
Couple this with the MLPA initiative we
have going on in California and the
future of recreational fishing is tenu-
ous at best.  That is not to say recre-
ational anglers do not support conser-
vation and environmentally friendly
initiatives.  We do and we are often
leaders in this area.  What we oppose
are decisions made based on unsub-
stantiated biased research or a bureau-
cratic process so hopelessly mired in
red tape and doubletalk that it is self -
defeating.  What are we to do?  Do not
give up or give into the tendency to
feel that nothing can be done.
Organizations that represent recre-
ational and commercial fishing inter-
ests are hard at work trying to right
the ship both in Mexico and California.
They have a Herculean task and being
the optimist that I am, I believe in the
end common sense and good judge-
ment will prevail.  We must remain
hopeful and united. n

What’What’s On My Mind?s On My Mind?

About Your Chum Line

A t the last board meeting an
extensive discussion ensued
regarding our inability to

reduce the number of hard copy recipi-
ents.  This would save money and dis-
tribution costs.  Many of you are happy
with downloading each month and are
enjoying the “colorized” version which
would be quite costly for the printed
version.  It was even suggested that a
surcharge be made for the mailed
copies.  Some are not equipped and
others feel strongly about the mailed
issues.  We understand, but are asking
for your input just the same.  If you
wish to be taken off the mail list
please let the editor know. n

                          



T here are many ways to mea-
sure the quality of a partic-
ular fishing trip.  According

to Dave Levinson, this year’s esteemed
Charter Master of the Qualifier 105 trip,
a good fishing trip is measured by the
Four “C”s in this order, Climate,
Company, Crew and Catch. This is a
good philosophy to have, since this
year (as last year) we were lucky to
have the first three in abundance and
the fourth in moderation.  I am
thrilled to have had the first three
“Cs”this year and last, and remind
myself that the three years prior
(2003-5) we had all four “Cs” in abun-
dance.  Here are a few notes about the
four “Cs” of the 2007 Charter.

CLIMATE –The entire trip we had
very pleasant weather.  We were as far
south as Cedros Island and we were
still never bothered by overly hot
weather.  The seas were calm making
our abundant motoring time spent
hunting for  fish, pleasant. I shameful-
ly did not watch one sunset.  The
moon was bright all five nights, there-
fore stargazing was not at its best.

COMPANY – aboard this year were
18 of the “Usual Suspects” Me, Tom
Carlisle, Abe Cohen, Brad Felger, Dan
Felger, Bob Horowitz, Scott
Lashbrook, Eli Livnat, Dave Levinson,
Ray McIntosh, Larry Methvin, Frank
Polak, Eric Rogger, Sam Rubinfeld, Al
Scow, Ben Susman, Todd Thibodo, and
Julian Wolf. New suspects this year:
Rob Baldwin, Shelly Fried, Dave
Permut, Christy Puenta, Allen Rishe
and Marvin Smith. Christy Puenta,
Larry Methvin’s daughter, took Julie

Four people, each on a fish, were tan-
gled. The crew helped untangle us but
in the process two of us lost our fish.
Whenever my dad, Ben Susman,  fin-
ishes with his most recent successful
catch he always looks up to me to see
if I am on a fish and says “what are
you doing Lynne?”  This time I
answered with the story of the four
way tangle and finished with …”luckily
I was on my spectra so I didn’t lose my
fish”.  John Klein, witness to my most
recent faux pas, has now and forever
dubbed my Lynne “The Knife” Ballew.

CATCH – The catch was O.K. but
not great.  The charter is generally
designed for one day of albacore fish-
ing and the rest for tuna.  The great
poetic justice is that one person on
board who had never caught an alba-
core, Allen Rishe, caught the only
albacore.  He was a brave and valiant
fisherman eating the heart to celebrate
the loss of his albacore virginity.  The
other interesting catch was by Ray
McIntosh, friend of club member Larry
Methvin, who hooked and released a
striped marlin. We traveled toward
Cedros on the first day and night. The
second day we continued south.  Eric
Rogger was ready to dub this trip “A
Whale of a Trip” as we spent most of
the day following whales in search of
tuna. We ended the day with 27 yel-
lowfin tuna (YFT), 28 yellowtail (YT)
and one dorado.  Dinner time found us
about 70 mi. north of Cedros.  Monday
morning we woke to fishing at Cedros
Island where we found calico and sand
bass, sculpin, sheephead and 103 YT.
Our big challenge here was to keep the
sea lions from eating our bait before 

Smith’s place as the other of two
women tradionally on this charter.  We
all had a blast with the usual chiding,
reading and games.  Without usual
charter attendees Jamie Smith and
Sean McKenzie the amount of
“Aggravation” playing was kept to a
minimum, thus, this became the year
of the gin game.  Sam Rubinfeld and Al
Scow’s usual corner on the gin  playing
market turned into turned into 4 or 5
games being played at any one time.
Wednesday night we celebrated Dave’s
75th birthday one day early.  The crew
led by the able Capt. John Klein came
in and sang the following lovely hymn
to him. “Hymn, Hymn, (omitted word
that rhymes with schmuck), Hymn. It
was a wonderful group.  As usual I felt
depressed pulling out of the parking
lot knowing that it would be another
year until our microcosm would once
again grace the tuna and albacore
hunting grounds.

CREW – We always have a wonder-
ful crew on board the Qualifier 105.
This year for the first time during the 5
years that I have been going on the
charter, owner John Klein ran the
boat.  John started the charter off by
presenting Dan Felger with a nice
Accurate reel in reward for his many
years as Charter Master.  The crew,
including the cooks, was fabulous.
Perhaps the best we have ever had.  In
addition to the usual help with gear
and bringing in fish, all were especially
helpful during our abundant line tan-
gles.  In my article last year I suggest-
ed that the faux pas I committed last
year would not be my last—you should
have placed your bets on that one.
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THE FOUR “Cs” OF FISHING
Lynne “The Knife” Ballew writes about the Club July 21-26 Trip
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SPECIES LINE TEST ANGLER  LB. OZ.

Bass, Large Mouth 8 Andy MacDonald 3 8
Bass, Large Mouth 12 Jason Fleck 6 6 *
Bass, Striped 4 Scott Schiffman 4 6
Trout, Lake 16 Al Scow 40 0 *

WOMEN’S
Albacore 25 Jan Howard 31 2
Bass, Largemouth 6 Robin Hunter 1 6
Bass, Largemouth 6 Robin Hunter Released
Bass, Sand 15 Robin Hunter 2 6
Yellowtail 30 Jan Howard 31 4

JUNIOR MEMBERS
Albacore 25 Sophie Perriseau 42 6
Albacore 30 Hannah Ballew 25 0
Barracuda 15 Olivia Sharon 7 0
Bass, Calico 12 Miles Rosberg 1 8
Bass, Calico 12 Dominique Perriseau 4 8
Bass, Largemouth 5 Samantha Hunter 1 6
Bass, Largemouth 6 Ian Sharon 2 10
Bass, Largemouth 8 Olivia Sharon 2 5
Bass, Largemouth 8 Miles Rosberg 2 2
Bass, Largemouth 8 Holden Rosberg 2  0
Bass, Sand 15 Harrison Hunter 5 9
Bass, Sand 15 Samantha Hunter 2 6
Bass, Sand 15 Amanda Chamberlain 1 5
Bass, Sand 20 Holden Rosberg 5 3
Bass, Sand 20 Robbie Stein 2 7
Bass, Sand 20 Gianna DiGuisseppe 2 5
Bass, Sand 20 Jenny Stein 1 8
Bass, Striped 4 Arthur Schiffman 4 7
Catfish, Channel 2 Arthur Schiffman 1 12
Catfish, Channel 6 Arthur Schiffman 20 0
Halibut Pacific 30 Arthur Schiffman 5 0
Ling Cod 15 Olivia Sharon Released
Ling Cod 20 Miles Rosberg Released
Whitefish 30 Christian Hernandez 6 7
Yellowtail 30 Arthur Schiffman 36 0

* New Club Record

FIRST GAME FISH OF THE YEAR—Joel Steinman
May 16, 2007—White Seabass, 16 lbs.

ALBACORE OF THE YEAR—Barry Cohn
June 30, 2007—27.0 lbs.

SPECIES LINE TEST ANGLER  LB. OZ.
MEN’S
OCEAN WATER
Albacore 16 Barry Cohen 27 0
Albacore 30 Barry Cohen 29 0
Barracuda 10 Larry Martinez 8 5 *
Bass, Calico 8 Joel Steinman 7 3 *
Grouper 40 Paul Varenchik 35 0
Halibut 4 John Ballotti 6 4 *
Halibut 6 John Ballotti 6 5
Halibut 25 Al Scow 32 6 *
Halibut, Pacific 80 John Ballotti 130 0
Perch, Rubberlip 15 Steve Simon 2 7 *
Salmon, Coho 25 Michael Dickter 7 0 *
Salmon, King 25 Al Scow 37 0
Salmon, Pink 25 Michael Dickter 5 2 *
Seabass, White 30 Joel Steinman 16 0
Shark, Mako 80 Steve Ex 82 6 *
Shark, Thresher 80 Joshua Burnham 211 0 *
Sheephead 20 Michael Feinberg 14 7 *
Sheephead 25 Paul Varenchik 14 0 *
Sheephead 30 Scott Schiffman 12 6
Tuna, Bluefin 25 Charles Schoemaker 39 6
Yellow Eye Cod 100 Al Scow 22 0 *
Yellowtail 25 Charles Schoemaker 29 3
Yellowtail 30 Scott Schiffman 50 0
Yellowtail 40 Larry Martinez 36 0

FLY ROD
Pike, Northern 20 Al Scow 18 0 *
Whitefish, Lake 4 Jim Carlisle 4 8

FRESH WATER
Bass, Large Mouth 2 Jason Fleck 4 1 *
Bass, Large Mouth 6 Joel Steinman 3 1 *

Trophy Contenders as of August 25, 2007

the fish did.  Tuesday we headed north to hunt for some
blue fin tuna to no avail.  We did manage to bring in 25
dorado and 57 yellowtail.  Tuesday night we lifted our glass-
es to a toast to albacore as John planned to spend the last
day looking for the elusive long fins.  We never found the
albacore but John and crew worked at it diligently from
dawn to dark. Jackpots went to Dave Permut for his 36.4 lb
YT,  Tom Carlisle was second with a 33.6 lb YT and Dan
Felger took third with 33.2 lb.YT.

To Captain John Klein and Crew, Dave Levinson and all
the new and usual suspects, thanks for a great trip and the
four “Cs”. 

Humbly submitted—“The Knife”. n

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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F i s h i n g  t h e  Yu k o n
Story by Big Al Scow

E very now and again a trip comes together just as you
imagined.  Such was my recent trip to Kluane
Wilderness Lodge (www.Kluanelodge.com) on

Wellesley Lake in Canada’s Yukon Territory.  LARRC members Tom
Carlisle and his wife, Cinda, Jim Carlisle, Rick Uribe, Rick’s
long-time friend John Cybulski and I flew to Whitehorse, Yukon
via Air Canada.  We stayed overnight there and flew on to
Wellesley Lake the next morning on a “50s” DeHavilland Otter
float plane.  The cloud cover was a bit low so our Pilot Ernie flew
relatively low to the mountain tops.  We had spectacular views of
the scenery as well as a big Bull Moose in one of the many
mountain ponds that carve up the slopes of the mountains.
After arrival, we enjoyed a nice lunch and then off on the lake
for some afternoon “catching”.  The lake is oval shaped and
about 10 miles long and 5-6 miles wide.  The water is very clear
and cold.  The first afternoon was great fishing and Jim (my skiff
partner) had the hot hand.  He landed about 8 lake trout on
eight weight fly rods.  For the next six days it was sleep, fish,
eat, fish some more and start over the next day.  June calls for
sunshine almost 24 hours a day.  We normally start the day with
a 7:00 am breakfast, then fish, eat lunch on the boat, come in
for dinner at 6:00 pm and out on the water till 11:00 PM or even
later.  There were times when our boat fish count was six to fif-
teen in the morning followed by an afternoon/evening bite for
twenty or more.  The count includes both Lake Trout and
Northern Pike,  The average size trout we got on flys was proba-
bly in the 8-10 lb range.  The pike were very plentiful and eager
to bite.  Jim hooked one on the fly and while bringing it to the
boat a follower joined the party and it was a “biggie”.  I dropped
a fly on its nose and the fight was on.  It weighed 18 lbs and
41” long.  Beautiful fish. 

All the fishing is catch and release with barbless hooks.  In
addition to Pike and Lake Trout, four world records for Lake White
Fish come from Kluane Lodge.  Fly fishing is our main attraction
but in order to catch the Lakers over 25 lbs you have to fish
deep.  It is very difficult, and maybe impossible to get a fly to
sink 50 plus feet to where the really big  fish are at home.  It is
however easy to use conventional rod and reels set up with
weighted line.  Jim and I fished with lodge owner Brian Dak one
afternoon and we each caught four fish over twenty pounds, and
I landed one big one at forty. Fifteen pound mono was the leader
line size.

Fly patterns and colors were typically dark combinations one

Al Scow with 40-plus lake trout.

Jim Carlisle with 20-plus lake trout.

day, followed by bright yellow or red the next. That is why Tom
and Cinda have a fly book with well over 200 flys and patterns.
Jim is not far behind with a big fold out fly book loaded with
big deceivers to small number 20 dry flies.  Rick and skiff partner
John also had great fun with the fly rods.  God willing, we will
all be back next June…. Big Al.   n
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F i s h i n g  i n  A l a s k a  2 0 0 7  F i s h i n g  i n  A l a s k a  2 0 0 7  
Reported by Club Member Bob Jones

AA
fter a stop in
Seattle we flew
to Sitka—the
weather was

spectacular with white clouds
and a very clean blue sky,  We
were met by the Kingfisher
Lodge vans and were taken to
the hotel where we stayed for
the first night.  We had a
wonderful  dinner in the hotel
paid for by the Lodge.  We
were picked up by the lodge
vans in the morning and the
drive was beautiful along the
ocean.  After a great break-
fast the vans took us to the
small craft harbor and the
boats.  We were in groups of
4 on aluminum boats which
were quite roomy.

Those who enjoyed fish-
ing for salmon, halibut and
yelloweye were:  Arnie
Cohen, Todd Olsen, Jim
Magourk and me, Bob Jones,
in the first fishing group.  The second
group included Sam and Ann
Rubinfeld, along with this daughter
Tammy and son in law Shaun. Fishing

in the third group were Eric Rogger
and his grandson Hunter, John Rhind
and son Mike. The last group consist-
ed of John and Sue Ballotti, Russel

Miller and Jim P.
All of us did quite well in

catching our limits, or almost
our limits, every day.  Hunter
caught a beautiful 42-lb. king
salmon which made him the
happiest kid on the planet.

Sam’s daughter Tammy
caught a tremendous halibut
which weighed about 300 lbs. It
was 83” long and was the fea-
ture of the trip.

When all 16 of us returned
to the lodge the lounge on each
level was served appetizers con-
sisting of such delicacies as
baby back ribs, shrimp and crab
dip.  Dinners were prepared
beautifully with the entrees
served and the guests would
help themselves from a large
buffet of appetizers and drinks
etc.

Fishing in Alaska at
Kingfisher Lodge is always a won-
derful event organized by Arnie

Cohen.  Once again I have an entire
freezer full of fish, which will last me
until the next time I enjoy such a mar-
velous experience.  n

Top:  Hunter holding his 42-lb. king salmon with help from
skipper Jeremy.
Above: Tammy with 300-lb. halibut.
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7-Day Skiff Trip aboard the Q105
June 14-21  

Cost $2200 – ltd  load of 18
Contact:  Chartermaster is John Ballotti (310) 618-2004
john.Ballotti@mattel.com
A $600 deposit will hold your spot. $600 due 9/15/07 and $500
ea due on 12/15/07 and 3/15/08

5-Day Tuna Trip aboard the Q105  
July 19-24   

Cost $2195 –(incl Mex permits) ltd load of 24
Contact:  Chartermaster is Dave Levinson (818) 785-1776  daj-
plevin@roadrunner.com
A $550 deposit will hold your spot. $500 due  10/15/07, $500ea
due 2/15/08, 5/15/08 

THREE NEW 2008 TRIPS APPROVED BY THE BOARD

D e d i c a t e d  t o  F i s h i n g ,  F u n ,  R e l a x a t i o n ,  a n d  C o m p a n i o n s h i p !

OFFICIAL CLUB CHARTERS
These trips are private charters and have been contracted for by LARRC.  Therefore the club is committed for the full price of
the charter. If you sign up you will be responsible for the full price of the trip in the event that you cancel and a replace-
ment is not available.  LARRC members will be responsible for the conduct and the financial obligations of their guests.

5-Day Tuna Trip aboard the Q105  
Sept. 21-26  

Cost $2050 – ltd. Load of 24
Contact: Chartermaster is  Eric Rogger        (310) 476-5936
wstridge@aol.com
A $550 deposit will hold your spot. $500 due  11/01/07, $500ea
due 3/1/08, 6/15/08

NOTE:  
2007 PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE FIRST CHOICE ON THESE TRIPS.
Charter masters have the right to overbook by 1.  Not included
on these trips are drinks, filleting, fuel surcharge if necessary,
Mexican permits.  Departures are usually by noon but CM will
notify in case of  early departure.  Checks should be made out
to LARRC and sent to CM.  Important! Fishing in Mexican waters
in 2008 will require a valid passport.

Pacific Dawn Trip Still Available….
November 3

Scheduled to leave from Capt. Hook’s in Oxnard has a limited load
of 15. 
Scheduled departure is 9-10 pm prior to the fishing date. 
Cost is $170.  Total payment required to reserve your spot. 
Not included: fish cleaning, tips (15%) fuel surcharge if any,
requires local fishing license. 

Excel 10 Day Trip 
October 2 still has openings 

This is a Braid sponsored trip. Dan Felger, Al Scow, Jan Howard,
Ger Steinberg and Wayne Noel are LARRC contingent already
signed on. Contact the Excel office to book space (619) 223-7493.

MY TRIP ON THE Aloha Spirit
was great.  First, we caught a
lot of fish. We caught barracu-
da, ling cod, sand bass and
calico bass.  Everyone got
bites.  Next, the trip had
smooth waves.  It was not
bumpy.  And luckily nobody
got seasick.  Last, the people
on the boat were awesome.
Everyone was so nice and help-
ful. All in all, we had a great
time on the boat and the
Aloha Sprit is a great fishing
boat to be on. So get your reel
and rod and hop on the Aloha
Spirit for an awesome fishing
trip!

The author of this article is
Olivia Sharon, age 9.  She went
on a recent junior members
charter with dad, Randy.

My Trip on the Aloha Spirit

BREAKING NEWS: BREAKING NEWS: 
Mexican fisheries has issued permits for
Guadalupe.  They are good for two years.
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C A L E N D A R

September 24
Next:  October 29

Use the hotline for your reservations (818) 808-
4909 or email  LARRCDinnerRSVP@Yahoo.com.
RSVP at least two days prior to meeting and confirm
if you are having dinner.

THE VALLEY INN
4557 Sherman Oaks Avenue, Sherman Oaks

D i n n e r  M e e t i n g sD i n n e r  M e e t i n g s

D I N N E R  H O T L I N E
(818) 808-4909

U S E  I T !

September 17
Next:  October 22

All Club members are welcome to attend.
Please RSVP to John Ballotti at 310.252.2258
at least two days prior to meeting and confirm
if you are having dinner. 

Dinner: 6:00 pm • Meeting: 7:00 pm
THE VALLEY INN

4557 Sherman Oaks Avenue, Sherman Oaks

B o a rB o a r d  M e e t i n g sd  M e e t i n g s

Sept. 15
Junior Surf Fishing Trip
(Contact Randy Sharon or Scott
Schiffman)

O t h e r  E vO t h e r  E v e n t se n t s

Health, Welfare & Happenings

Sherwood Kingsley had knee replacement
surgery on August 10.  Speedy Recovery.

Jack Genero recovering from an accident
which damaged some bones in his shoul-
der.  We need to see you 100% recovered.

Airplane Conversation (Thank you Steve Simon)

A stranger was seated next to a little girl on the airplane when the stranger
turned to her and said,”Let’s talk.  I’ve heard that flights go quicker if you strike
up a conversation with your fellow passenger”.

The  little girl, who had just opened her book, closed it slowly and said to
the stranger, “what would you like to talk about?”

“Oh I don’t know” said the stranger, thinking himself funny, “how about
nuclear power?”

“OK”, she said, “That could be an interesting topic.  But let me ask you a
question first.  A horse, a cow, and a deer all eat grass—the same stuff.  Yet a
deer poops little pellets, while a cow dumps a flat patty, and a horse produces
clumps of dried grass.  Why do you suppose that is?”

The stranger thinks about it and says, “Hmmm, I have no idea.”
To which the little girl replies, “Do you really feel qualified to discuss

nuclear power when you don’t know shit?” 5

Honorable Mention for the Ugliest Fish 

Club Member Barry Cohn writes: 

On my recent trip to Englefield Bay
in Vancouver B.C. I came across one of
the strangest creatures that I have
ever seen.  It was long, skinny, mean
and really ugly.  It was clearly very,
very old.

I should have eaten the SOB when
I had the chance!

Fishing Records to Note:

A lot of Bull was exposed when angler Bob Vail got a 81.4pound bull mahi
mahi (dolphin fish) fishing out of Hillsboro Inlet Florida.  The current Florida
state records is 77.75 lbs. (1985)  

Source: Saltwater Sportsman 9/2007)

A new Rainbow record is pending.  A new all tackle fish weighing 43.6 oz.
was taken by Adam Konrad of Saskatoon.  It fell for a Mepps Syclops spoon on
6lb test. 

Source: Western Outdoors 8/2007
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