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Dedicated to Fishing, Fun, Relaxation, and Companionship!

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
This month, the Pacific Fishery Management Council took pre-
liminary action to implement hard caps on the California drift
gillnet fishery. Hard caps would close the drift gillnet fishery if it
reached a limit on the number of endangered or threatened ma-
rine mammals and sea turtles caught. Hard caps are a backstop to
ensure the fishery acts within pre-determined limits. The Coun-
cil is scheduled to take final action in June, and I’ll be back in
touch to get your support. 

In October, I participated in an international meeting on bluefin
tuna management attended by the U.S., Mexico, Canada, Japan,
Taiwan, South Korea and others. We’ve all seen more bluefin in
the water, and, in order to keep the recovery going, managers
agreed to leave commercial quotas at the present levels. But, if the
stock continues to grow, managers will likely increase catch.
Drop me a line if you have thoughts about how to secure recre-
ational Pacific bluefin tuna opportunities as commercial fisheries
grow.

uCalifornia delays Dungeness crab opening for fourth year
-Over the past few years we’ve all heard news about increased
whale entanglements in the Dungeness crab fishery. As part of a
program to permit Dungeness fishing while reducing risk to
whales, leatherback turtles and other wildlife, California  worked
with the California Dungeness Crab Fishing Gear Working
Group to develop a Risk Assessment and Mitigation Program.
They collected data on these species and then uses the data to
evaluate the risk of entanglements with fishing gear.  The result
is data driven closures that protect fishing and protected species.
It’s a pilot program for how we can better use ecosystem infor-
mation to create dynamic management that adjusts to changing
habitat conditions. https://www.nationalfisherman.com/west-
coast-pacific/california-delays-dungeness-crab-opening-for-
fourth-year

u In October, the U.S. Interagency Working Group on IUU
Fishing released its wide reaching National Five-Year
Strategy for Combatting Illegal, Unreported and Unreg-
ulated Fishing. Illegal, unreported, and unregulated fish-
ing is one of the greatest threats to ocean health and a
significant cause of overfishing. It contributes to the collapse
or decline of fisheries that are critical to the economic
growth, food systems, and ecosystems of numerous coun-
tries around the world. It is also a global problem that dis-
advantages law-abiding fishers and seafood producers. Read
more about the Strategy at - https://www.fisheries.noaa
.gov/agency-statement/federal-agencies-release-joint-us-
strategy-combating-illegal-unreported-and

u ‘Astounding’ amount of fishing gear lost in ocean each
year - It’s known as “ghost gear.” Abandoned traps, aim-
lessly drifting nets, and other lost fishing equipment can
haunt the ocean for years, ensnarling and killing whales, tur-
tles, and other marine creatures. The magnitude of the prob-
lem has been hard to quantify, but a new study provides the
first solid global estimate of the amount of equipment lost
each year: enough nets to cover Scotland, for example, and
fishing line that could wrap around the equator 400 times.
https://www.science.org/content/article/astounding-amount-
fishing-gear-lost-ocean-each-year

uNOAA Science Center in La Jolla Finds Count of Gray
Whales Along West Coast Down by 40% - The number of
gray whales migrating along the Pacific Coast of North
America has declined by nearly 40% from a 2016 peak, ac-
cording to new U.S. research. In addition, the population
produced its fewest calves on record this year, researchers
noted in a report released Friday. The 38% drop from the
population’s 2016 high of 27,000 whales to 16,650 this year
resembles previous fluctuations, but warrants further atten-
tion. The latest decline, though not fully explained, likely
entails several factors including environmental changes that
have shifted the whales’ food sources of tiny crustaceans and
other invertebrates they prey on in the Arctic. https://time-
ofsandiego.com/tech/2022/10/09/noaa-science-center-in-la-
jolla-finds-count-of-gray-whales-along-west-coast-down-by
-40/

By Theresa Labriola

Advertise Your Business
or Service in the Chum Line

The monthly prices are as follows:
1/8 page: $20 
1/4 page: $40 
1/2 page: $80 
Full page: $160 

The page format is 8.5 x 11 with 3/4” margins all around

One month FREE with 6 months of 
paid advertising!

Contact John Ballotti
johnballotti1@gmail.com
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Veterans’ Fishing NOVEMBER 2022

Our last Veterans’ trip of the year was October 25. We had 15 Veterans and 5 LARRC members as deckhands. Joe Mah-
fet, Ron Glider,Ed Lieberman, and Jim Carlisle and myself.
Great trip will look forward to next year

By Steve Simon

2nd Place, 1st Place, Most fish caught
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LOS ANGELES ROD AND REEL CLUB FOUNDATION 

SWAP MEET & TACKLE SALE 
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!~ All proceeds help our Foundation to support ~ 

Elaine & Lou Berke Trout Derby for Special Need Students 

Kid’s Trips for Under Privileged Youth 

Veteran’s Fishing and Mentors Trips 

 

For more information about the Foundation, visit www.larrc.org/about 

Dedicated to Fishing, Fun, Relaxation, and Companionship!
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By Larry Brown

M

Get the “Back-up Rig - FAST”

C A L E N D A R

Board Meeting
November 21, 2022
Meeting via Zoom 

6:30pm
Please check email for password

Dinner Meeting
November 28, 2022

Social Hour 6:00pm • Dinner & Meeting 7:00pm
Lulu’s Restaurant - 16900 Roscoe Blvd • Van Nuys, CA  

y very recent 10-Day Fall Intrepid trip produced great
action on huge yellowtail on the Ridge, good wahoo fishing
at the Rocks and one day and night of BFT fishing off Des-
peration Reef.  Captain Sam Moore announced we had one
more hour to fish before we had to head home.  I was soak-
ing a bait with 80# Gold Label and an 8 oz sinker when I
was hammered on my Avet HX and Phenix PHD809 rated
for 30 – 80. This is NOT a Cow Tuna rig!   Line was scream-
ing out so fast I was positive it was a monster.  I fish with a
very snug drag, some captains and deckhands call “stupid
tight.”  But this tuna didn’t seem to know he was hooked.
I saw my line disappearing and asked the deckhand by my
side if they had a back up rig ready.  I was half joking but
after a few more seconds realized we may need one.  From
the upper deck Captain Sam had seen what was happening
ran downstairs, asked for my rod and immediately called for
the “back up.”   It arrived 20 seconds later with 20 wraps
of line left on my spool.  They connected it to my rig, but-
toned down my drag to full and sent my beautiful outfit fly-
ing through the air and on a wild ride into the Pacific.  Even
with the backup (a 50 Wide) in free spool there was an un-
fathomable amount of drag on the fish.  Imagine the drag
created by 700 yards of braid, my rod and reel and a big
float dragging through the dense water and an angry fish at
the end has on the knots, line, gear and of course the fish.
The mean, angry beast took out another 300 yards before
she stopped.  We very slowly retrieved my rod until we
could see it on top of the water still a football field away.
Then 80 yards, 50 yards, 30 yards (a boat length away.  So
close, but so far away.  10 yards, 5 yards, 4, 3, 2, 1 and I’m able
to stretch out and reach the butt of my rod.  Still connected
to the back-up rig (just for good measure) I start winding
my Avet HX.  It’s a long way from 20 wraps to a full spool
and victory but you do it one wind at a time.  

It was dinner time and getting close to our time to head
home.  The damn fish didn’t hear the dinner call or care
about us missing our eta.  I was the only one in the water
and feeling guilty I was holding up the program.  But it was
a gorgeous sunset, I was gaining line and wondering if this
was a cow tuna and heard one of the deckhands suggest
shark.  Crap.  Wait I feel a tail beat and will it to be a tuna.
A cow tuna, by God!  Captain Sam decides to chase the
bugger down.  As he idles forward reeling is easy, in fact it’s
hard to keep up with the boat and I’m concerned about
slack in my line and letting the bastard spit the hook.  I’m

reeling in high gear (it’s a 3-speed) until we are finally up
and down over the fish and again it’s just man versus beast.
I finally get to my 100’ mark on my line but the fish still has
a strong will to live and a lot of fight.  I feel a strong tail beat
and get him into a death circle so I’m 99.9% sure it’s a tuna.
But this is where shit happens.  The wind is picking up and
now I’m fighting the fish and the boat bouncing up and
down in the waves. But methodically I’m gaining.  We get
deep color and the fish knows his freedom is now or never
and starts to dog the fight.  I also know it’s now or never
and go past strike to add more pressure, hoping the line is
not too fatigued, my knots hold, the hook doesn’t straighten,
and the fish doesn’t reverse his circle and cut me off with
his sharp teeth. At 10 ft down I can feel victory but know
agony is waiting to happen.  A few more circles, the gaffs go
in and victory is ours.

But wait.  When the fish is coming over the rail and lands on
the deck I don’t see no stinking cow.  I see a 130lb class
BFT.  I’m a bit embarrassed my ass was just handed to me
by a juvenile delinquent.  To break the silence I ask, “where’s
the other half?” And “Is that all there is?”  The crew sees the
humor and we all have a good laugh.  It proves not all peo-
ple are the same and not all tuna are the same.  We have
150lb bullies and 250lb gentle giants we all know.  This fish
was a 130lb gangster from Oceanside that equaled some of
the cow tuna I’ve landed.  It also took a village to land it.
Thank you Captain Sam for chasing it down, Captain
Richard for being my second and manning the back-up rig,
and Shane and both Roberts for joining the battle.  I’m
proud I did all my own winding but It took a village to beat
the beast.

NOVEMBER 2022
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Here’s How:

Step #1: Enroll in the Ralphs Reward Program if you are not currently enrolled.
Step #2: Print out this page and take it with you the next time you shop at Ralphs.
Step #3: At check-out, have the LARRC barcode swiped by the cashier together with your Ralphs Rewards Card/phone num-
ber.
Notice: The Ralphs LARRC Barcode needs to be swiped only once to link your Rewards Card to LARRC. Future shopping
trips will help raise money for LARRC when you use your Ralphs Reward Card at check-out.

EARN MONEY
for LARRC Foundation By Shopping at Ralphs!

Linda Simon is our contact for "Health and Happenings"
Please contact Linda either by phone 

(818-980-7470) or email 
(simonmurphy08@sbcglobal.net) 

for any information about our club members/ family - i.e., happy 
or sad news; health issues; graduation or congratulations, etc.

Health and Happenings

Tribute Opportunity
Tribute Cards are available when you want to send your thoughts or feelings for – 

Congratulations  • Graduation  • Anniversary • Illness  
Appreciation • Best Wishes • New Home  • Baby Announcement 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs • In Memoriam

Your LARRC Foundation is a charitable organization.
Donations maybe deducted. Tributes will be posted in the Chum Line. 

Tribute cards will be sent to recipient.
Information Request and Donations may be

addressed to:

Mrs. Tammy Steinman 
1941 Majorca Drive, Oxnard, CA 93035

818-987-2645 • 818-345-6104 Fax tammy2508@socal.rr.com

Los Angeles Rod & Reel Club Foundation

Dedicated to Fishing, Fun, Relaxation, and Companionship!
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Los Angeles Rod and Reel Club Foundation & AmazonSmile
What is AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at www.smile.amazon.com, you’ll find
the exact wsame low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com,
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite
charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile? To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to www.smile.ama-
zon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also want to add
a bookmark to www.smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shop-
ping at AmazonSmile.

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? Tens of mil-
lions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription re-
newals are not currently eligible.

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and 
AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? On your first visit to 
AmazonSmile (www.smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization – Los Angeles Rod and Reel Club Founda-
tion- to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every
eligible purchase you make at www.smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.

Charters 2023
RULES REGARDING CLUB CHARTERS
All LARRC charter participants signing up for club charters are obligated to pay the full fare to reserve a spot. In the event a participant cannot make a trip, the 
club will attempt to fill the space once a waitlist forms.  A participant may try to fill their space prior to departure. There may be surcharges this year based on 
fuel price increases.  Bunk preference is assigned by the charter master based on the order received. So book early! If you have any special needs please 
make the charter master aware of them at the time of booking.

      
             

PLEASE CHECK BACK FOR 
UPCOMING 2023 CHARTERS

NOVEMBER 2022
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SPECIES LINE ANGLER LBS. OZ.
TEST

MEN’S OCEAN WATER
Bass, Calico 25 John Ballotti 5 8
Grouper, Broom Tail 50 Chas Schoemaker 20 0*
Jack Crevalle 40 Chas Schoemaker 25 1*
Sheephead 25 John Ballotti 11 4

MEN’S FLY ROD
Grayling 8 John Ballotti 4 8*

MEN’S FRESH WATER
Bass, Lg Mouth 8 Joel Steinman 6 12
Bass, Striped 4 Scott Schiffman 8 10*
Grayling 6 Joel Steinman 4 4*
Grayling 6 John Ballotti 4 0
Pike, Northern 30 Joel Steinman 27 8*
Trout, Lake 6 John Ballotti 10 0
Trout, Lake 6 Joel Steinman 8 0
Trout, Lake 20 Joel Steinman 10 0
Trout, Rainbow 3 Mark Manculich 4 1

MEN’S OCEAN RELEASED
Dorado 50 Joel Steinman 40Released
Pargo 50 Joel Steinman 15Released
Rainbow Runner 20 Joel Steinman 15Released
Sierra 20 Joel Steinman 10 Released
Snapper, Cubera 50 Joel Steinman 60Released
Tarpon 50 Joel Steinman 100Released

WOMEN’S OCEAN WATER
Buffalo Emperor 30 Cathy Needleman 8 0*
Grouper 80 Cathy Needleman 65 0
Grouper, Yellowtail 30 Cathy Needleman 15 0
Mackeral, Sierra 30 Cathy Needleman 9 7
Mangrove Jack 80 Cathy Needleman 16 8*
Pompano, African 30 Cathy Needleman 7 1*
Roosterfish 30 Cathy Needleman 52 4*
Roosterfish 30 Cathy Needleman 50 2
Roosterfish 30 Cathy Needleman 40 3
Snapper, Bedford 30 Cathy Needleman 8 0*
Snook 30 Cathy Needleman 9 4*
Swordfish 80 Cathy Needleman 192 0*
Swordfish 40 Cathy Needleman 140 0*
Trevally, Giant 50 Cathy Needleman 88 0*
Trevally, Giant 50 Cathy Needleman 80 0
Trout, Speckeled 30 Cathy Needleman 3 8*
Tuna, Bluefin 80 Cathy Needleman 234 0

SPECIES LINE ANGLER LBS. OZ.
TEST

WOMEN’S OCEAN WATER
Tuna, Bluefin 80 Cathy Needleman 203 0
Tuna, Bluefin 80 Cathy Needleman 120 0
Tuna, Bluefin 130 Cathy Needleman 210 0
Tuna, Dogtooth 50 Cathy Needleman 180 0*
Tuna, Dogtooth 50 Cathy Needleman 80 0
White Sea Bass 40 Cathy Needleman 48 0
White Sea Bass 50 Cathy Needleman 52 0
White Sea Bass 50 Cathy Needleman 63 1
White Sea Bass 50 Cathy Needleman 52 9
White Sea Bass 60 Cathy Needleman 51 0
White Sea Bass 60 Cathy Needleman 8 5

WOMEN’S FLY ROD

WOMEN’S FRESH WATER

WOMEN’S OCEAN WATER RELEASED
Amberjack 50 Cathy Needleman 25Released
Marlin, Blue 50 Cathy Needleman 200Released
Pargo 50 Cathy Needleman 300Released
Sailfish 50 Cathy Needleman 100Released
Snapper, Cubera 50 Cathy Needleman 40Released
Tarpon 50 Cathy Needleman 80Released

JUNIOR MEMBERS
Bass, Calico 30 David Stich 7 0*
Dorado 25 Carson Glider 28 2*
Yellowtail 25 Carson Glider 33 6*
Yellowtail 40 David Stich 19 0*

FIRST GAME FISH OF THE YEAR
White Sea Bass Cathy Needleman 8 5

March 6, 2022

FIRST ALBACORE OF THE YEAR

TROPHY CONTENDERS 2022
September 30, 2022

Dedicated to Fishing, Fun, Relaxation, and Companionship!
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Los Angeles Rod & Reel Club
c/o Andrew Ratzky
23297 Park Ensenada
Calabasas, CA 91302
Email: aratzky@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Contact Richard Stone at 805-501-6669

Email: richardstone@specialtyrepswest.com

hum ineL
Published by the Los Angeles Rod & Reel Club @ www.larrc.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/LosAngelesRodandReelClub
Editors: Sophia Huynh (fishnsoph@gmail.com) & Donald Goldsobel (donald@dgoldsobel.com)

2021 -2022 OFFICERS 2022 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
President Andrew Ratzky
Vice President (Interim) Andrew Ratzky
Secretary Mark Manculich
Treasurer John Ballotti
Historian Mark Manculich

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andrew Ratzky John Ballotti
Richard Stone Donald Goldsobel
Michael Godfrey Tim Manaka

2022 FOUNDATION TRUSTEES
Scott Schifman & Steve Simon, Co-Chair
John Goss Pamela Warren
Ron Glider Joseph Mahfet, Jr.
Chas Schoemaker

Annual Picnic Ted Feit
Apparel Steve Simon
Awards Banquet 2022 Andrew Ratzky
By-laws and Legal Randy Sharon
Charters Andrew Ratzky
Chum Line Editors Sophia Huynh & Donald Goldsobel
Communications Scott Schiffman & Mike Godfrey
Dinner Meetings Mike Godfrey
Dinner Speakers Pamela Warren 
Elections Mark Manculich
Environmental Affairs John Ballotti
Fishing Records Joel Steinman
Fly Fishing Rob Baldwin
Hall of Fame John Ballotti
Health and Happenings Linda Simon
Membership Richard Stone
Public Relations Dave Morgan
Raffles Scott Schiffman 
Tackle Management Club Mark Manculich
Tax Consultant John Rhind
Tributes Tammy Steinman
Trips:
Earl Warren’s Memorial Kids' Trip Richard Stone

John Goss  & Andrew Ratzky
Lou Berke Trout Derby Steve Simon
Bill Alpert King of the Club Joel Steinman & Steve Simon
Frank Polak Marine Mentors' Trip Scott Schiffman, Joel Steinman

Joseph Mahfet, & Randy Sharon
Veterans’ Trips Steve Simon

Trophies Sophia Huynh
Website Donald Goldsobel &Scott Schiffman 
Yearbook Andrew Ratzky

Together Since 1950


